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Dear Premier,

Western Australia needs a Zero Carbon Act to establish a binding target of net zero
greenhouse gas emissions in Western Australia by 2050 and to implement shorter-term
‘carbon budgets’ for the State. It's time for Parliament to lead and to act.

Three factors compel this action.

The first is the reality of a warming world. For Western Australians, that reality includes hotter
temperatures, less rainfall, more severe droughts and bushfire seasons, more marine and
atmospheric heatwaves, rising sea levels and loss of unique and treasured animal and plant
species.

The second is a clear economic rationale for a rapid transition to a low-carbon economy.
Western Australia has a competitive advantage for globally in-demand resources (eg lithium,
renewable hydrogen); renewable energy sources (sun, wind, wave); and landscapes suitable
for use as carbon sinks.

Western Australia is also well-positioned to demonstrate global leadership in the transition to
infrastructures based on the sharing of energy, knowledge, and goods and services.

The third is that we will only achieve a less-warm future if we act in concert with all major
economies to achieve it. Western Australia can do this by legislating to implement the Paris



Agreement targets of keeping global warming under 2°C, preferably to no more than 1.5°C.

We can join other nations and regions that have already legislated for net zero carbon by 2050
(or earlier), such as: Norway (2016), Sweden (2017), Victoria (2017), California (2018), France
and the United Kingdom (June 2019), Scotland (September 2019), and New Zealand
(November 2019).

Good faith, fairness, and a shared sense of responsibility and commitment are at the core of
the Paris Agreement’s reliance on the ambition of governments to achieve emission
reductions.

These same sentiments also hold for the Australian federation. Currently, however, Western
Australia practices its own carbon exceptionalism, in which the State’s greenhouse gas
emissions have continued to increase significantly since 2005, while emissions in New South
Wales, Victoria, Queensland, and South Australia have fallen since 2005.

Meeting Australian and global emissions budgets is a shared enterprise, to which Western
Australia must contribute in fair measure.

By implementing a Zero Carbon Act, Western Australia will support collective national and
international action on climate change, and support a transition to a productive low-carbon

economy, to the greater benefit of present and future Western Australians.
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We welcome the opportunity to provide clarification or to discuss a Zero Carbon Act in
greater detail, and may be contacted through Hugh Finn, by phone at (08) 9266 4553 or by

email at h.finn@curtin.edu.au.

Further information to support the State’s development of climate change policy and legislation
is available at the website for the Climate Change Symposium 2019, which was held at the
University of Western Australia on 11 November 2019: https://ccs19.com.au/



mailto:h.finn@curtin.edu.au
https://ccs19.com.au/

	A Zero Carbon Act for Western Australia
	Contact Information

